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INTRODUCTION


Last Sunday, we considered the first prophecy of the coming birth of Messiah in the Garden of Eden in Genesis 3. That prophecy was given personally by God to Adam and Eve (and the serpent). Today, we will consider the last prophecy of the coming birth of Messiah given by the Angel Gabriel and Aunt Elizabeth to Mary here in Luke 1. Let us examine this final prophecy and see what we can learn from it as we approach Christmas.
I.
THE ANGEL’S ANNOUNCEMENT TO MARY (vv. 26-38).

1.
Gabriel’s Speech
(1) “The Lord is with you” (v. 28).

(2) “You have found favor with God” (v. 30).

(3) “You will be with child and give birth to a son” (to be named Jesus) (v. 31).

(4) “…called the son of the Most High...his kingdom will never end” (v. 33).

2.
Mary’s Shock: “How will this be…since I am a virgin?” (v. 34).

3.
Gabriel’s Support
(1) “The Holy spirit will come upon you, and…overshadow you” (v. 35).

(2) “The holy one to be born will be called the Son of God” (v. 35).

(3) “Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age” (v. 36).

(4) “Nothing is impossible with God” (v. 37).

4.
Mary’s Surrender: “I am the Lord’s servant. May it be…as you have said” (v. 38).

Gabriel gives the shocking news to Mary, who ultimately is willing to surrender herself to God’s will. God chooses whom He wishes to choose. He only requires our availability, as we surrender our will to His.
II.
THE AUNT’S ANNOUNCEMENT TO MARY (vv. 39-45).

1. Mary’s Exit (from Nazareth to the hill country of Judea) (v. 39).
2. Elizabeth’s Excitement
(1) Her baby leaped in her womb when she heard Mary’s greeting.

(2) She was filled with the Holy Spirit.

3. Elizabeth’s Exclamation
(1) “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear” (v. 42).

(2) “Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished” (v. 45).

4. Mary’s Exaltation (her song of praise for God) (vv. 46-56).

Under the influence of the Holy Spirit, Elizabeth provides confirmation of the angelic announcement to Mary. It is the final prophecy of the coming birth of Messiah. Mary receives comfort and encouragement as she receives shocking words that she will be the mother of Messiah.
CONCLUSION


The prophecies of the coming birth of Messiah began in the Garden of Eden and end here in the hill country of Judea. Numerous prophecies are about to be fulfilled in the coming months. Mary will remain with Elizabeth for three months as she comes to grips with what is happening to her. Elizabeth will give birth to John (the Baptist) who is also a fulfillment of prophecy (Isaiah 40) as the forerunner of Messiah. From these events and from these persons, we can learn some special truths. First, we must never doubt the greatness of our God, for Whom nothing is impossible. Second, we must remember that God is true to His Word, that He will keep ALL of His promises. Third, we must also learn that we can be chosen by God at any moment in time to carry out His plan. Finally, we must always be available and surrender our will to His divine will. Let us rejoice in the Birth of Messiah—Jesus our Lord!
